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All at 7.30pm except the 2pm walk on Sat 29 September.
Talks take place in the Lecture Room, Lewes Town Hall (Fisher St entrance).

2007

Fri 28 September
Settlement Patterns in West Sussex. Diana Chatwin, former President of the Wealden Buildings Study Group.

Sat 29 September
Walk on Malling Down. Greg Chuter, archaeologist with East 

*****NEW*****
Sussex County Council, to include site of his recent excavation of execution burials. Meet at 2pm at the top end of Mill Road, Malling, Lewes (turning off Malling Hill opposite Church Road; informal parking). Not a long walk, but likely to be exposed to the weather, steep in places and rough underfoot; please dress appropriately.
Fri 2 November
Medieval Shipping and Harbours. Gustav Milne, FSA, well-known as the senior lecturer in London archaeology and maritime archaeology at the Institute of Archaeology, University of London.

Fri 16 November
The Variety and Distribution of French Romanesque Architecture: the question of schools of design. Professor Eric Fernie, FSA, former Director of the Courtauld Institute and recently President of the Society of Antiquaries of London.

2008 – all at 7.30pm.

Fri 18 January
Prehistoric Standing Stones as musical instruments. Dr Aaron Watson’s fascinating lecture throwing a whole new light, or sound, on the enigmatic monolithic monuments of north-west Europe. 
Fri 29 February
Ritual in Anglo-Saxon churches: the evidence of walls, floors and documents. Dr David Parsons, FSA, Emeritus Reader in Church Archaeology, University of Leicester.
Fri 28 March

Members’ Miscellany: three talks by members. 



Pat Stevens on My Southdown Flock; Alex Sutherland on Carnac and



Tom Hollobone on Paths over Caburn.
Fri 18 April
Lewes Castle and its development. Dr John Goodall, FSA, the member of the Castle Studies Group with perhaps the widest and deepest knowledge of the subject. 




To be followed at around 9pm by the Annual General Meeting.


Chairman’s thoughts

It did not really sink in that I had taken on the chairmanship of the group until I sat down to produce the newsletter and realised that instead of simply typing out Alan Stevens’ usual thoughtful contribution I was going to have to write the first article myself.

What will probably be remembered most from the last lecture season is the night last April when very large numbers of you turned up to hear Greg Chuter talk about the excavations on Malling Down and found the Town Hall firmly closed (it seems they had not recorded our booking). We are sorry for the confusion and very grateful to one of our long-standing members, Keith Dance, for rescuing the evening by letting us into St John Sub Castro church. This proved a fine venue for such a large number, at least on a warm evening. 

While Greg set up his presentation, we held the AGM, chaired by Alan from the pulpit. I am pleased to say that the existing committee members were re-elected, and that Greg Chuter has now joined us bringing his knowledge and expertise from his role as archaeologist with East Sussex County Council. Our usual arrangements for collecting admission and subscriptions were somewhat disrupted – nevertheless nearly 20 of you have since paid your subscriptions by post or in person over the summer, for which many thanks.

The membership lists show we have a very stable core of around 60 loyal members, so the group must be doing something right. All the same, there are relatively few new members joining, and average audience numbers for Friday evening lectures are down over the last few years, both for us and at neighbouring societies. As a glance at the Diary dates at the back of this newsletter will show, there is considerable competition for local archaeological audiences! With that in mind the new committee has been considering whether we should offer more variety, both in the timing of talks and in the kinds of activities we offer. For example in addition to their lecture series Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society offers a summer walks programme, day schools on archaeological skills and regular fieldwork. 

As the first venture of this kind we are very pleased that Greg has offered to follow up his very well-attended talk with a walk on Malling Down on Saturday, 29 September, and will be seeking out opportunities to involve members in fieldwork. For the 2008-09 programme we will investigate summer activities – see the next (March) newsletter for details – and holding some of the autumn/winter lectures at times other than Friday evenings. We have yet to finalise the calendar so we would welcome further suggestions. For example if you would prefer lectures on mid-week evenings or Saturday afternoons, or if you’d like other activities such as training in finds identification, archaeological walks, site visits or social events, do let me know – ideally at or before our forthcoming September events. I look forward to seeing you soon,

Anne Locke

73 Paddock Lane


Lewes



01273 475381

BN7 1TW

anne@timlocke.co.uk
Treasurer’s Report
Because our last AGM unusually was held at the packed start of our April meeting, instead of with a handful of enthusiasts at the end, it was not possible to distribute the modest stock of written financial statements there. Copies are available on request.

In summary for 2006-7, most items were smaller than the previous year. Our main sources of income were £172 in subscriptions, £450.20 in entrance money and £243.40 in donations. Spending included £182.78 on speakers, £251.76 on three issues of the newsletter, £151.35 on insurance, £50 on storage (covered by Lewes Town Council grant) and £178.50 on room hire. Total income was £924.62, total expenditure £898.38, leaving a safe little surplus of £26.24 and a bank balance carried forward of £1225.05.

Brian Phillips

Powerpoint update
We were delighted to hear over the summer that, as part of their Small Grants Scheme, Lewes Town Council has generously agreed to give us £850 towards electronic projection equipment. This is rapidly becoming a requirement of speakers using powerpoint presentations rather than the traditional 35mm slides. Along with a £100 legacy from the late Ron Lloyd and your donations so far this should be sufficient to buy a data projector. We will be continuing to raise funds towards a new reflective screen which we are advised will give the best results (images are duller than those from slide projectors) and, ideally, a laptop computer for the use of speakers who do not bring their own.

Local archaeological news

Four times a year Sussex Archaeological Society (SAS) holds a very useful Forum which brings together the representatives of the main archaeological bodies within the county, both professional and amateur, to keep people informed about local fieldwork. Greg Chuter generally attends for the County Council along with Alan Stevens and/or Anne Locke from this group. You can read about it on the web at 

http://www.sussexpast.co.uk/research under ‘What’s been happening in Sussex archaeology’.

 Lewes area-related items from the last meeting (June) were:

— A geophysical survey in the Gun Garden at Lewes Castle produced negative results. This could be due to archaeology being present below the depth reached by the survey technology.

— Archaeology South-East is proceeding with post-excavation work on the very important Baxters Printworks site and maintaining a watching brief on the A27 road works at Beddingham. Baxters has produced evidence of late Saxon occupation as well as the expected medieval and post medieval activity.

— Major archaeological work is expected in advance of development on the Lewes House site shortly.
— The Sussex Archaeological Society’s project at Tidemills resumed work in May, with the creek and immensely complicated 1920s stable sites now cleared. Future SAS work includes geophysics at Michelham Priory in summer 2007.

— Fieldwork resumed at Barcombe Roman Villa, revealing a Roman-era well constructed in flint and extensive evidence of demolition and recycling of building materials during the late Saxon period in the courtyard area in front of the villa . 

— An enhanced desk-based archaeological assessment has been commissioned for the site of the proposed new reservoir in the Clay Hill area, east of the Uckfield Road.

— At Ringmer, work by Greg Chuter and BHAS at the glider club on the Broyle has recorded evidence of occupation (including at least two timber buildings), iron working, pottery making 


and possibly leather working dating from the Romano-British period.

— Tim Archer from Arrow Geophysics has been looking at the Anglo-Saxon site at Earwig Corner using new ground-penetrating radar equipment to locate cut features like graves within the top 40cm of the top soil. 

— Chris Butler has started an archaeological review of the Ashdown Forest. The initial Historic Environment Records suggested 78 sites, but Chris has, to date, come up with treble the amount of known archaeology, ranging in date from prehistory to the 20th century. 

— The Heritage Lottery Fund is providing £2.2 million for a survey of the forest ridge area of Sussex and West Kent which will include LIDAR technology (a kind of airborne radar that can detect archaeological features in woodland). Casper Johnson, County Archaeologist at East Sussex County Council, is interested in hearing from people with a special interest in woodland archaeology. 


— Casper has also been working on the consultation on the government white paper Heritage Reform for the 21st century. This will have implications for local planning and heritage management, including encouraging the involvement of local groups.


Lewes Priory

Lewes Priory Trust is working up a bid to the Heritage Lottery fund to make the Lewes Priory remains safer and more accessible as the first stage in creating a ‘facility of cultural, historic, educational and tourist importance of which the Town can be justifiably proud’. This will include landscaping, pathways, better interpretation signage and removing the unsightly chain link fence, as well as developing further relationships with local schools, universities and local interest groups.

Completing the bid documents alone requires an enormous amount of planning and John Lawrence, Chairman, would be delighted to hear from anyone interested in helping realise the Trust’s vision, particularly if they have expertise in practical areas such as costing and site management. Contact John at 7 Priory Crescent, Lewes BN7 1HP, 01273 471148, or email johnandsylviano7@tiscali.co.uk 
Fieldwork opportunities

We are extremely fortunate in this part of Sussex to have so many opportunities for volunteer archaeologists. 

Mid-Sussex Field Archaeology Team often has opportunities for weekend volunteers – including excavation, finds processing, field walking and resistivity surveys. Membership £8. Chris Butler, Rosedale, Berwick BN26 6TB, 

01323 871021, website www.msfat.com
email chris@reltub.fsbusiness.co.uk 

The Tidemills Project, run by Luke Barber of the Sussex Archaeological Society, is a community project open to all, looking at both the historical background and on-site survey and recording of this important site, between Newhaven and Seaford, where substantial remains of the corn mill and workers’ village still survive. Contact Luke Barber on 01273 405733 or email research@sussexpast.co.uk 
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society’s field unit conducts weekend surveying, field walking, geophysical studies and excavations – training provided. Contact John Funnell, 01273 607127 or john.funnell@brightonarch.org.uk
CCE courses in Archaeology 

We are also fortunate in being close to Sussex University’s Centre for Continuing Education which has been providing us with instructive and stimulating courses in archaeology and related subjects for over 20 years. Many students have moved on to carry out their own archaeological projects or take up further studies. CCE offers a very wide variety of short open courses (no previous qualifications required) and part-time certificate, diploma and degree programmes, starting Sept-Oct at the University and other Sussex venues. Themes include archaeology, churches, classical and ancient civilisations, and local history. Details from 01273 877888 or website www.sussex.ac.uk/cce/archaeology 

The Lewes-based short courses this autumn are:


Historic Vernacular Buildings


Mon eves (01273 402222/483188)

Medieval Archaeology



Tues eves (01273 402222/483188)
Medieval Churches



Tues eves (01273 402222)

Sussex History




Tues afternoons (01273 402222/483188)

“Most fair and vaulted churches”: Gothic architecture in Cyprus

Dr Nicola Coldstream, FSA, President of the British Archaeological Association, summarises the lecture she gave us in March 2007.

After the Lusignan dynasty took over rule of Cyprus in 1191 and moved there from the Holy Land, they built churches, houses, castles and industrial works in a style that combined influences from Crusader Palestine and France. In the early thirteenth century, represented by the cathedral of St Sophia at Nicosia, this reflected the early Gothic styles being developed in northern France, and building during the thirteenth century continued to reflect developments in foliage sculpture and window tracery.

At the fall of Acre in 1291 Famagusta became the leading mercantile port in the Levant, and entered a period of prosperity lasting about eighty years. The Cathedral of St Nicholas, the Greek Orthodox cathedral and many parish churches and private chapels were built; but this time the style reflected a different region – the Rhineland, where the great cathedrals of Strasbourg and Cologne were being built to the very latest ideas.

After Famagusta and Cyprus is general fell first to the Genoese and then to the Venetians, economic decline set in, with profits from the island’s sugar industry being sent straight to Venice. Architecture in this phase is of lesser quality, but the details, sometimes rich and diverting, often reflect buildings in Venice. The last Venetian contributions were the star bastions of Nicosia and the walls of Famagusta, built to oppose the Ottoman Turks, who took the island with ease and artillery in 1572.
Nicola Coldstream

Next newsletter, March 2008

This is your newsletter too! If you have any articles, listings, opinions, illustrations, news or fieldwork opportunities for the next issue, please send them to me by 28 February 2008

Anne Locke 

73 Paddock Lane


Lewes

E Sussex


01273 475381

BN7 1TW

anne@timlocke.co.uk
The “truth” about Arthur
Professor Dai Morgan Evans, a former General Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries, gave us an intriguing evening exploring the origins of the Arthur legend. 

The stories seem to originate from a period in the late 5th–6th centuries, perhaps linked to the so-called ‘536 ad event’ where tree ring patterns show reduced growth for a period of three to eight years. Weak sun and poor crop growth may have led to the ‘dire times’ reported in the legends.

Some elements of the story, such as the Tintagel association, and Merlin bringing the stones of Stonehenge from Ireland, were recorded by Geoffrey of Monmouth in his History of the Kings of Britain (around 1138). He was known by his contemporaries as Geoffrey ‘Arthur’ because of his obsession with the subject, on which fellow Welsh historian Giraldus Cambrensis (d. 1223) said he was not to be trusted. 

Edward I (1239-1307) was an ‘Arthur freak’, installing a replica round table on the Lleyn peninsula in Wales and having the supposed bones of Arthur and his queen reburied in a special tomb at Glastonbury. Both he and Edward III are also known to have visited the South Cadbury hillfort in Somerset, now associated with the Camelot legend, before going on to Glastonbury.

The idea of ‘Camelot’ was first recorded in the 12th century and at first referred more to Arthur’s court itself than a particular place. In 1542 Henry VIII’s antiquarian John Leland, who had access to a great many monastic libraries before the Dissolution, identified South Cadbury as the site. It had certainly been refortified on an ambitious scale in late Saxon period, and could have been an early British or Roman survival. The Mappa Mundi (world map) in Hereford Cathedral 
(c. 1300) shows South Cadbury having similar status to Glastonbury.

However there might have been a more political motive. The owner of South Cadbury, Francis Huntingdon, was of royal descent with a potential claim to the throne at a time when the succession was uncertain. Henry VIII consciously presented himself as an Arthurian hero – indeed the Edward I-era Round Table in Winchester Cathedral was refurbished to portray Arthur as the young Henry – and for Huntingdon an association with the legendary figure could have been a good move. 

The records of the monks of Glastonbury make no mention of South Cadbury, and it is a mystery why it was refortified on such a scale when the former Roman fort at nearby Ilchester was more accessible. Possibly South Cadbury remained a significant site, associated with past authority throughout the so-called Dark Ages where there were in fact many examples of continuity. For example Wroxeter continued to function as a Roman-type town until about 600ad and Procopius, a Byzantine historian, writes intriguingly about communities descended from soldiers in the Roman army preserving their customs and dress a century or more after the fall of the Western Empire. 

Turning to the Welsh literature, Dai Morgan Evans has uncovered earlier references to Arthur that hint at a very different figure to the romantic king of medieval legends. The Gododdin, a poem of about 600ad about a failed attack from Edinburgh on Catterick, contains a good deal of Roman imagery and borrowed Latin words, and a passing comment on one warrior: ‘though he was no Arthur’. A Welsh history of the early 800s lists battles against the English and describes Arthur as a Dux Bellorum – Duke of Battles – a Roman title traditionally associated with great war leaders, rather than a king or emperor. There is also evidence for strong Irish connections in mid-western Britain during this period: in the Mabinogion, the early Welsh stories derived from the Irish; in the recurrence of the name of Arthur in genealogies in Breconshire, Pembrokeshire, the west coast of Scotland and the kingdom of Leinster in Ireland; and in archaeological finds bearing the Irish ogham script from 5th-century Silchester and Wroxeter.

In conclusion, the withdrawal of the Roman army from Britain may have created a ‘balkanised’ situation in which the Arthur could have been  a successful Romanised Irish warlord, perhaps a descendent of the Irish colonies brought to Britain by the Romans to help defend the Welsh coast, more a General Montgomery than a king. 

Report by Anne Locke

Acronym Buster

BHAS
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society

CBA
Council for British Archaeology 

FESRO
Friends of East Sussex Records Office

SAS
Sussex Archaeological Society

USAS 
University of Sussex Archaeological Society
Diary dates 
2007

Sat 15 Sept
SAS Annual Conference

Sussex Uni-
Epic Changes? From Roman
versity
to Saxon: the south-east perspective
9.55am–4.30pm: £25/£20 students. Advance bookings only: Lorna Gartside 01273 405737 or www.sussexpast.co.uk
Sat 15 Sept
FESRO/SAS seminar

East Sussex
Researching the history of 
Record Office
your house
2–5pm: £13/£10 SAS or FESRO members. Advance bookings only to Events Secretary, 30 Preston Mansions, Preston Park, Brighton BN1 6HP – send SAE and contact details. Cheques payable to FESRO.

Fri 21 Sept
Friends of Anne of Cleves House

Anne of 
Sussex Pottery Talk by Francis

Cleves House, 
Milward, collector, and Jonathan

7.30pm.
Whitsun of Brighton Museum.

Fri 12 Oct
BHAS lecture: The Trail of the

7.30pm, 
Mammoth Hunters: a review of
Unitarian 
the evidence for Neanderthals in
Church, New
Sussex with Dr Matt Pope. 

St, Brighton 


Wed 17 Oct
USAS lecture: The use and abuse
Sussex Uni-
of images in archaeological 
versity, Arts 1
reconstruction Dr Bente

7pm: £2/£3
Bjornholt, University of Sussex.

Fri 19 Oct
Friends of Anne of Cleves House

Anne of 
Talk on Southover by Emma 

Cleves House, 
O’Connor, SAS Museums Officer

7.30pm.
for Lewes, + AGM.

Sat 27 Oct
FESRO/SAS seminar

East Sussex
Researching parish history 
Record Office
using archives
2–5pm: £13/£10 SAS or FESRO members. Advance bookings only to Events Secretary, 30 Preston Mansions, Preston Park, Brighton BN1 6HP – send SAE and contact details. Cheques payable to FESRO.

Sat 10 Nov
CBA South-East annual 

University of
conference Under the Plough:
Kent at Med-
the archaeology of the topsoil 

way, Chatham
or barrier? 
Maritime.
£15/£17.50 non-members.

Details: S & E Corbett, 4 Ditchling Close, Eastbourne BN23 8LS or 01323 743889.

Fri 9 Nov
BHAS lecture: Recent 

7.30pm, 
archaeological excavations
Unitarian 
in West Sussex John Mills,

Church, New 
County Archaeologist. Non-

St, Brighton
members welcome.

Wed 14 Nov
USAS lecture: In the wake of 
Sussex Uni-
the Amesbury Archer: a wild
versity, Arts 1
tale of long journeys, rich burials,
7pm: £2/£3 
a temple and a pub Andy 

All welcome 
Manning, Wessex Archaeology.
Fri 14 Dec
BHAS review of the year and
7.30pm, 
Christmas social, with talks
Unitarian 
by members of the BHAS
Church, New
field unit. Non-members 

St, Brighton
welcome.

2008

Wed 16 Jan
USAS lecture: The Big Chill:
Sussex Uni-
The climates, environments and
versity, Arts 1
people of England during the 
7pm: £2/£3
Ice Age Dr Jenni Chambers, 

All welcome
University of Birmingham. 
Sat 9 Feb
Joint Prehistoric Society/SAS 

St Thomas
lecture Visions of Power and
Church Hall
Virtue: marking the significant
Cliffe, Lewes
Ice Age Dr Paul Garwood

£3: please book in advance with Lorna Gartside 01273 405737 or www.sussexpast.co.uk
Sat 9 Feb
FESRO/SAS seminar

East Sussex
Tithe maps and apportionments
Record Office
Introduction by Dr John Godfrey

2–4pm: £8/£6.50 SAS or FESRO members. Advance bookings only to Events Secretary, 30 Preston Mansions, Preston Park, Brighton BN1 6HP – send SAE and contact details. Cheques payable to FESRO.

Wed 12 Mar
USAS lecture: Betrothal, ‘middle
Sussex Uni-
childhood’ and Roman dolls: 
versity, Arts 1
grave goods from Imperial Rome
7pm: £2/£3
Dr Ray Laurence, University of 


Birmingham.

Wed 16 Apr, Wed 14 May: USAS lectures, subjects to be confirmed, timing/venue as above.

Sat 19 Apr
SAS half day conference

Town Hall
The Tudor and Stuart town
lecture room
in Sussex c 1500-1700
Lewes
inc. Lewes, Brighton, Rye

2–5.15pm: £15/£12 students. Advance bookings only: Lorna Gartside 01273 405737 or www.sussexpast.co.uk



 Admission to talks (including tea/coffee) for LAG ordinary members is £2, £1 for concessions. Non-members are welcome at £3/£2 concessions.





Membership of LAG (from 1 April) costs £4/£3 concessions. 


You can join at any lecture, or send a cheque (payable to Lewes Archaeological Group) to:�Fiona Marsden, Acting Hon. Secretary, 13 Lansdown Place, Lewes, BN7 2JT, tel. 01273 473946 or Brian Phillips, Treasurer, 51 Manor Way, Church Coombe, Uckfield TN22 1DQ.





Reminder: if there is a cross here [     ], your 2007/08 membership is now due, according to our records. If not, thank you for remembering!





Autumn/Winter Programme 2007-2008
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