Lewes Archaeological Group
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Affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society and the Council for British Archaeology 

Lectures take place in the Lecture Room, Lewes Town Hall (Fisher St entrance) at 7.30pm.

2006 – all at 7.30pm

Fri 29 September
The Archaeology of the West Sussex Coastal Plain. John Mills, County Archaeologist for West Sussex, has a wide knowledge of the area.
Fri 27 October
Euesperides, the first Benghazi – an account of the Society for Libyan Studies excavations. Paul Bennett, FSA, is Director of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust: the work in Libya is done when it is too cold in Kent and merely warm in Libya.  

Fri 24 November
The Codex Spirensis: bureaucrats and boffins in the Later Roman Empire. 

Mark Hassall, FSA, has been President of the Royal Archaeological Institute. His talk promises to include surprising motive power in ships.

2007 – all at 7.30pm.

Fri 26 January
The “Truth” about Arthur. With Dai Morgan Evans FSA. Theories abound: was Arthur in Cornwall, or Scotland? Was he even a prehistoric king in Anatolia? 
Fri 16 February
Members’ Forum: three talks by members. 



Brian Phillips on Millennia of Uckfield: Mesolithic to Roman 




Lawrence Stevens on Rood Lofts and Piscinas 




Alan Stevens on How the Crownpost Roof works.

Fri 16 March

“A fair and great church, vaulted”: architecture in Medieval Cyprus. 

Dr Nicola Coldstream, FSA, is President of the British Archaeological Association. 

Fri 27 April
Excavations on Malling Down. Greg Chuter, archaeological consultant to East Sussex County Council, reports on the recent discovery of execution burials above Lewes.  




To be followed at around 9pm by the Annual General Meeting.


Archaeology News

LAG is one of the voluntary groups which undertakes observation and recording of any archaeological remains on small developments (such as property extensions) for the County Council. These are known as Watching Briefs. During summer 2006 Anne Kneale and I looked at an extension being built at 3a St Martins Lane, which seems from old maps to be on a ‘lost’ lane running through to Station Street behind the White Hart.  LAG was also approached recently about investigating the site of the unusual six-sailed Ashcombe post mill (off the Juggs Road between Lewes and Kingston, south of the bypass) which was demolished in 1916, and we are likely to be getting a group together to look for traces of the old mill and its machinery, which may have been dumped in the hedge out of the way of the plough. If you are interested in helping with this, or Watching Briefs generally (including documentary research), or have a query about a local development site, please do get in touch.

Over the summer you many have noticed the section cut through a bank behind the demolished garages at the top of New Road, backing onto the castle ditch. Local contract archaeology unit Archaeology South East has been investigating as part of a Watching Brief condition. It seems that the dumps of soil and the pits that can be seen in the section are post-medieval, possibly dating from the terracing of New Road and the filling in of the Town Ditch on which the new houses would be built. Unfortunately trial trenches at ground level could not get down as far as any medieval layers but (depending on whether the foundations are dug in trenches or piles) further investigation when building starts might reveal them.

Archaeology South East is also involved in excavations at the Dripping Pan (Lewes Football Club) where they have found 17th century tile in the banks, and at the Baxters printworks housing development site (work in progress), while Thames Valley Archaeological Services carried out an evaluation last spring at North Street Car Park in which they found a number of medieval pits dating from the 11th-12th to the 14th centuries.

Anne Locke 

(newsletter editor/Watching Brief coordinator)

73 Paddock Lane

Lewes 

BN7 1TW

01273 475381, email anne@timlocke.co.uk 

Cuckoo Bottom – 

another Beaker settlement site

Dr Mike Allen, long-term LAG member and now Environmental Officer with Wessex Archaeology, writes about his early work on buried Beaker (Early Bronze Age) settlements in the Lewes area – see also his article on the Ashcombe Bottom excavations in the previous (March 2006) newsletter.

My interest in Cuckoo Bottom, the head of Houndean Bottom valley, was instigated in 1982 by Alan Fennemore’s astute observations of a shallow ditch on its eastern side. It was exposed in track from the race course to the valley floor. We duly recorded this section together, rooted around for finds (there were none to speak of), and published our findings in the Newsletter (no 65 in 1983), and in Sussex Archaeological Collections (vol 122, 1984). I revisited the site after the ‘Great Storm’ of 16 October 1987, and grubbed around in partially dislodged hawthorn bushes, encouraging one or two to tip a bit further or topple so I could get at their root plates. Grappling through the soily mess, and examining the sections exposed, I was able to record the hillwash, within which I observed not one, but two buried soils, and in one more another ditch.

Amongst the soil was pottery and flint flakes – so a more rigorous and fastidious study was needed. After buying a garden sieve in town, I returned armed with trowel, small spade, polythene bags, and drawing board and proceeded to furtle. Over a that weekend and several others between October 1988 and March 1989 I recorded a number of finds here and examined a total of 192 tree throw-hollows on the Downs around Lewes. At Cuckoo Bottom over 80 sherds and nearly 100 flints were found! Amongst these was high proportion of Beaker pottery similar to that found in our excavations at Ashcombe Bottom. Had I found another Beaker settlement site? Surely not – they were so rare in England, how could I stumble on two so quickly?

Although initially very excited, I became discouraged by some dismissive comments. I scraped up the collection and published them in our newsletter (nos 89 and 91 in 1989) and swept the site out of mind. However, I need not have taken the discouragement to heart. The material was re-examined with the help of Arthur ApSimon. Minor revisions were made to my original identifications and the numbers previously noted, but I left the finds to languish in Southampton University, and the data and drawings to lie in a dusty file at home. 

I had convinced myself that the valley entrenchment recorded by Toms in 1926 was Beaker in date, just like that at Belle Tout. Now, however, although we cannot even be sure that the valley contains a sub rectangular enclosure as the four banked ditches may not be one site, this could not deny the quantity of Beaker pottery was remarkable. From two areas I examined were a ditch with 17 Beaker sherds, and further up the valley were another 18 within colluvium and a buried soil. Together they represent at least seven different vessels, and neither site was barrow or burial.

This, therefore, agreed with my conviction that Beaker sites lay buried in dry valleys on the Sussex Downs, and from simple observations, recording, and careful sifting of the soil through a garden sieve – at least one other Beaker settlement site may have come to light. If so this makes an unprecedented situation of two adjacent valleys each containing a Beaker non-funerary site. Joyce Biggar’s work (published between 1975 and 1980) had already highlighted that the spur between them was smothered with Late Neolithic and Beaker finds. So my finds here, really just augmented the exceptional research, painstaking recording and fieldwalking over many years by Joyce. I have now put my data and thoughts together on Cuckoo Bottom, and this, like Ashcombe Bottom, has now been published in the 2005 volume (143, pages 7-45) of the Sussex Archaeological Collections, another piece of the Group’s fieldwork and research.
Michael J. Allen – Mike Allen

The Long Man of Wilmington, other hill figures and the ecological history of the English chalk

The Long Man is the largest hill carving in Britain, an iconic image, much used to symbolise the South Downs. No one knows when or why it was created, and it has been variously explained as a fertility symbol (despite its distinct lack of manly attributes), a surveyor of ley lines (holding two staffs) or a Roman or Anglo-Saxon figure. In the 19th century it was re-laid in bricks and its shape got somewhat distorted; it’s now outlined with white-painted concrete blocks. Perhaps the greatest mystery is that there are no written records of the figure existing at all before 1710. Now as Martin Bell, Professor of Archaeological Science at Reading University, explained to a packed audience, very recent archaeological work suggests that it may date from the Tudor period, when post-Reformation landowners taking over monastic sites like nearby Wilmington Priory sometimes literally put their own mark on the land with such pagan-looking figures.

Archaeological theories about the origins of the Long Man include: 

—  the Neolithic (there is a Neolithic long barrow on the Downs above) 

— a Bronze or Iron age image, possibly religious 

— a Romano-British image similar to those found on coins of the period 

— an Anglo-Saxon representation of Odin with two spears (as on the 7th-century Finglesham buckle)

— a medieval Christian image of the Good Shepherd associated with Wilmington Priory 

— a post-medieval figure, since there are no records of it before 1710.

Parallels include the Uffington White Horse, and the Cerne Abbas Giant. The White Horse was mentioned in a document of 1160; it is iconographically similar to the stylised horse images on Iron Age coins, and sediments from its ditches have been dated to the late Bronze Age using the optically stimulated luminescence (OSL) technique
. The Cerne Abbas Giant was long assumed to be prehistoric too, but this assumption was challenged in 1981. No records existed before 1694 – despite there being an extensive archive for Cerne Abbas – and one recent theory is that it is an abusive image of Cromwell as Hercules, dating from about 1650.

Martin Bell’s latest investigations were triggered by the TV programme Landscape Mysteries with Aubrey Manning which filmed progress over three days as MSc students from Reading and local volunteers from Mid-Sussex Field Archaeology Team (MSFAT) opened trial trenches downslope from the Long Man. Machines were used to cut a one-metre slot, then the excavators stood took off a further 50cm along the side by hand.

At the bottom of the slope were buried soil layers with Neolithic and Bronze Age finds, with later material in the top soil. Analysing the snail species found showed that the landscape, though once wooded, had been stable grassland since the Bronze Age, suggesting that the Long Man could have been made at any time since then. However at the top of the trench there was buried soil with chalk rubble and 15th-16th century pottery and brick above it. Small bits of evidence were building up to a picture of very little change until the post-medieval period.

MSFAT followed up with an excavation across one leg of the figure. There was no clear cut into the chalk under 20-25cm of soil, unlike the Uffington White Horse, and ground-penetrating radar showed that there were no deep ditches or outlines elsewhere. Coring through up to 1.77m of colluvium at the base of the escarpment showed much prehistoric activity, a striking absence of Roman material and some medieval – a similar picture to nearby Caburn and Itford Bottom.

The story emerging is one of a wooded escarpment, cleared during the Neolithic and Bronze Ages, leading to significant build-up of colluvium through erosion. The slope then seems to have remained stable grazing land from about 1000BC to AD1500, when the incidence of chalk pieces with dateable brick shows that erosion increased. Arguments for the Long Man being post-medieval in date are:

— the lack of evidence of activity in the Roman period

— medieval pottery and medieval and Roman snails found in the old soil layer below the chalk pieces associated with making the figure

— OSL dating of the brick fragments to the 16th century (1545 plus or minus 30 years)

— no ditch outline: the figure seems always to have been outlined in brick 

— brick was being used locally in the 16th century, for example at Laughton (1534) 

So who could have been responsible? As Professor Ronald Hutton’s work on the Tudor and Stuart world sets out, some secular landowners acquiring previously religious properties set their mark – literally – on the land with pagan images of ‘Gogmagog’ giants in places such as Shotover Hill, Oxford, and the Gogmagog Hills, Cambridge, in the 1640s: Bess of Hardwick (1518-1608) put Gogmagog figures and other pagan imagery over her fireplace at Hardwick Hall. And the mid-17th century saw the start of antiquarian recording of ancient monuments with Aubrey’s Monumenta Britannica  and Camden’s Brittannia (neither of which mention the Long Man). 

In 1700 the Wilmington estate passed to Spencer Compton, Speaker of Parliament, who adopted the title Baron Wilmington, and the Long Man first appears on a map he commissioned in 1710. There’s a good view of the figure from the Priory, and Compton’s surveyor would have had the skills to lay it out. It’s feasible that at a time of heightened interest in ancient monuments, Compton decided to add a new one with secular, even pagan, associations, to ‘his’ landscape.

Lecture report by Anne Locke

Whitby and other female monasteries

Rosemary Cramp, Professor of Archaeology at Durham University for 19 years and a past president of both the Council for British Archaeology and the Society of Antiquaries, gave a very enlightening talk in March on Whitby and the role of female monasteries in the Saxon church. 

Whitby is most famous for its Synod or conference of AD664, convened by its Abbess St Hilda, which agreed terms for uniting the Roman and Celtic churches in the English kingdoms.  This exercise of authority by a female would have been exceptional in later centuries. However from the late 7th to the 9th centuries, double monasteries, ruled by Abbesses, were significant in England and northern France.  There were about 20 sites, including Coldingham in the north-east, Hovingham, Whitby, Flixborough and Lyminge in Kent. For most there is little documentary or archaeological evidence for a set rule or style of building, but we know that the Abbesses were usually of royal rank; the men may have taken on the heavier work and acted as protection. These institutions were usually on royal land. They were possibly a way of both removing important females (such as aristocratic widows and unmarried heiresses) from dynastic power struggles, while using their talents to manage the estates. 

St Hilda herself, for example, is recorded by Bede as having spent 33 years in the lay world and 33 years a nun. It is not known whether she was married, but she came from the fringes of the royal family, an insecure position to be in (her father was poisoned), and was on her way to join a French nunnery when called back to Northumbria by Bishop Aidan. Hilda’s monastery was one of the first where learning and good works were emphasised: she gathered scholars of both sexes from the monastic world there.

The degree of segregation seems to have varied. At Wimborne there were high walls round the women’s quarters and only priests were allowed in. At Barking the burials were segregated, but boy ‘oblates’ were brought up by nuns from the age of four. In Northumbria contact was more free: Bede records scandal at Coldingham involving gossip, flirtation and the wearing of fashionable clothes.

Hartlepool and Whitby are among the few double monasteries with some archaeological evidence. Excavations in the 1960s at Hartlepool showed rectangular wooden buildings with stone footings, the latest dating from the mid 8th century. These were re-built in the same positions, suggesting the monastery was short of space. Name-stones, like those found as Lindisfarne, were put into graves like ID tags, with inscriptions in both runes and script: ‘pray for …..’. In a ditch were found moulds for metalwork, and a calf with a trumpet – a symbol of St Luke.

Whitby was excavated in the 1920s and shows a very dense plan, with one set of stone footings superimposed on another. There would have been a school, a guest-house and accommodation for novices. Typical are two-room buildings, one room having a drain possibly for a wash-basin. The earliest may have been wattle and daub: there was very little water or window glass found. Around the burial area the finds such as bone styli, tuning pegs for musical instruments and many dress pins suggest a community of literate and cultured women wearing elaborate veils, while garter hooks and strap ends are evidence of the parallel male community.

Loomweights and jet ‘rough outs’ show that weaving and jet processing was going on, but there are few precious objects, in contract to Flixborough where many gold pins and elaborate silver finds were discovered. This may have been because gold objects were mostly removed by Viking raiders – one gilt plate from a book cover seems to have been ripped off, then discarded.

Whitby and the other female monasteries of the north-east and Norfolk coasts could communicate easily by sea, but were also vulnerable to raiding, and  none seem to have survived beyond the mid-9th century. This may have been because of Viking raids, but there are also other reasons why they may have fallen out of favour.

The late Saxon kings may have become jealous of the amount of land reserved to the female monasteries, and began to replace the Abbesses with their male kinsmen. Some nuns were forced to marry – there is an account in Sarah Foot’s Veiled Women (Ashgate Publishing, 2000) of King Edgar pursuing a nun who escaped down a privy drain (eventually he gave up, awarded her Barking Abbey and married her sister). Others fell into dependence on the goodwill and strength of their male relatives: a letter survives from a mother and daughter in a Kentish nunnery, lamenting their poverty, the taxes they had to pay, the shortage of land and the way local people were complaining about them. : their s

By 940 to 1066, nunneries were mostly found only around Winchester and Shaftesbury. During the 9th and 10th centuries women were recorded as living near the larger male monasteries, but not being part of them. 

So ended a great experiment which gave Saxon women the chance of becoming learned and exercising power. The reasons for this might have including the increasing influence of Roman Christian traditions and the consolidation of Anglo-Saxon dynasties. In the pagan Germanic-Celtic world, women had relatively high status; in the Greek tradition, which influenced the Roman, it was less so. And in the early Saxon period there were numerous small dynasties and territories: this could have resulted in many ‘spare’ aristocratic women: as dynasties consolidated and kingdoms merged, such women may have been needed more to cement alliances through strategic marriages.
Lecture report by Anne Locke

Did the Britons run away from the Anglo-Saxons in the early Fifth Century?


In his lecture to us in February 2005, Professor Richard Coates told us he thought there can have been few Britons remaining and continuing to live in South-Eastern Great Britain after the coming of the Saxons – the Adventus Saxonum, as Bede called it. The evidence for Romano-British continuity further west has always been recognised in the place-names, such as in Cornwall, and Professor Coates has identified other pockets as near to us as north-west Wiltshire.

This is beginning to be reinforced by DNA evidence, such as the man living in Cheddar whose DNA relates closely to that of prehistoric cavedwellers in the gorge. Language can change in two or three generations, so are we nearly all descended from Britons who took up the language of their new rulers?

A few years ago the Oxbow catalogue included Walter Goffart, Barbarians and Romans, AD418-584, the Techniques of Accomodation, Princeton University Press 1980. The thesis of this book is that the Germanic barbarians came into Gaul and Spain and, for good reason, met with astonishingly little opposition from the inhabitants. Historians had noted that Romano-Gallic landowners had not resisted even though the historical record suggests that they had to give up a third of each estate to a barbarian soldier. One third in Latin is tertius. It fell to Walter Goffart to notice that in the late Roman empire, landowners had to pay one third, tertius, of the land tax directly to local units of the Roman army. These units, of course, often consisted entirely of Germanic barbarians, even officered sometimes by their own kings, who were given Roman ranks.

Goffart noticed that is cases brought in the 5th and 6th centuries before the lawcourt of the Burgundian king, in Arles, and recorded in Latin documents which survive, between people with Germanic names and landowners with Celto-Latin names (sometimes specified as, respectively, Germani and Romani), the German was claiming specifically the tertius due to him as a payment in gold solidi, the only worthwhile currency.

Goffart concluded that the local landowners had put up no resistance because the Germanic so-called invader had simply replaced the German-staffed Roman army, so they expected to have to pay the tertius of the land tax ( not one-third of their land) to a German referred to as Protector. The Romano-Gallic landowners and their incipiently feudal followers had no reason to run away. Their descendants are presumably still there, and still speak a Gallo-Latin language, even though it is confusingly called Frankish (français). So do the descendants of the Burgundian, Visigothic and Frankish Protectores.

Now we come to Britannia in the 5th century. It was independent yet again under, probably, its own emperor, whose title has come down to us only in its Primitive Welsh form, Vortigern, i.e. great king, which in later centuries was thought by English writers to be his name, thus missing the significance of the title (similarly, bible translations refer to the king of Egypt as Pharoah, which, of course, is a title, not a name). Anyone writing in the 5th century AD, therefore in Latin, this writer feels probably referred to the Vortigern as the Caesar, i.e. an emperor nominally subordinate to the Augustus in Ravenna or in Constantinople. Augustus, Caesar and Vortigern are all imperial titles. However, no historical source survives to support this inference, nor to disprove it.

Just like other Late Antique rulers across the empire, this British emperor invited an Anglo-Saxon army to come to Britannia to protect the island from other Anglo-Saxon raiders. Just as other Roman rulers did, the vortigern/caesar promised to pay Hengist what I suggest would have been the tertius, the army’s share of the Roman land tax, in gold Roman solidi. However, there were no mints in Britannia, and, so we are told by chroniclers writing much later, the vortigern found, too late, that he could not pay.  Hengist therefore began seizing the land, all of it, not just one third, in lieu of a mere third of a tax, thus beginning a real conquest.

So what about the Romano-Britons? Richard Coates says there would have been few or none residing in south-east Britannia, since Old English contains hardly any Celtic words. If the Britons has stayed to work the land for their new masters, Old English would have acquired Celtic words through the intermingling of the peoples, but it did not, so he concludes that the Britons were largely absent.

However, the archaeological evidence over a large part of south-eastern Britannia is of towns and villas abandoned for some decades. Sometimes these villas may have been occupied by untidy squatters, who may have been Romano-British remnants. But even if there were some Britons left, they would have been economically incapable of paying a land tax, wholly lacking money, and probably living in a subsistence economy producing no economic surplus. Richard Coates’ evidence suggests they did run away, except for those who took refuge in Pevensey, who were in any case massacred by the Anglo-Saxons, according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, written much later.

Just as in ‘Saxon’ raids over the previous century or so, and just as in 1914, people probably hoped it would ‘all be over by Christmas’, hid what coins they had, and went on extended leave, obviously intending to return home when the invaders had gone again. The evidence lies in the coin hoards still being found. People presumably only bury a coin hoard if they intend to come back (to this day, German former landowners are returning to their eastern estates to dig up treasure which only they know is hidden).

There is a parallel case in north-east Gaul, abandoned by the Romano-Gauls in the 4th century, and resettled in the late Roman empire, in the 5th century, by German-speaking settlers such as the Franks. Just as the Old English-speaking Anglo-Saxons settled eastern Great Britain and gave it their names, e.g. England, Norfolk and Sussex (all names to be paralleled in modern Germany) and then very slowly spread their language west, so north-east Gaul today speaks German (Deutsch) or Dutch. In both instances Romano-Celtic inhabitants had already abandoned the land.

So, no, I do not believe the south-eastern Britons ran away from the Adventus Saxonum of the 5th century. Nor do I any longer believe that they stayed here and learned Old English. I now believe that they had already gone and that the land was found to be abandoned.

Further west and north, of course, the story is quite different. Celtic placenames survive, Celto-Latin speech survived into the 18th century in Cornwall and still flourishes in Wales. Here it was, west of Sussex, that battles occurred, and the English Conquest took more than 1000 years to complete, with the Acts of Union with Wales in 1536. But these western and northern Britons did not run away: they are still there, but with most of them speaking English.

In the west, there is written evidence, especially from Gildas, that the late Roman system of local government by the Romano-British landowning élites, each ruling a civitas the size of a later county, transmuted itself from an aristocratic republican form to the much simpler and less expensive form of petty kingdoms. Since the Anglo-Saxons were also disunited and ruled by petty kings, the warfare between these kings, recorded in poetry and chronicle, was small-scale and people felt less urge to run away. Other parts of the former Roman empire also display similar disparities in the responses of inhabitants, their rulers and the languages they spoke, so I was wrong to infer a uniformity of consequences across the whole of Britannia.

Alan Stevens


Acronym Buster

ASE
Archaeology South-East 

BHAS
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society

CBA
Council for British Archaeology 


CCE  
Centre for Continuing Education, University of Sussex 

ENHAS
Eastbourne Natural History and Archaeological Society

ESRO
East Sussex Records Office

FLO
Finds Liaison Officer (Liz Wilson at Barbican House, working for the PAS – Portable Antiquities Scheme)

FSA
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries

HAARG
Hastings Area Archaeological Research Group

HER
Historic Environment Record (formerly known as the SMR – Sites and Monuments Record)

HLF
Heritage Lottery Fund

MSFAT 
Mid-Sussex Field Archaeology Team

SAS
Sussex Archaeological Society

SIAS
Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society

USAS 
University of Sussex Archaeological Society

WIRG
Wealden Iron Research Group

Diary dates 
Sat 9 Sept
Lewes Priory Trust will be 

2-4pm

running free tours. 

Lewes Priory (left from Cockshut Rd, Southover)

Sat 9 Sept
SAS Annual Conference

Sussex Uni-
Reformation or Resistance – 
versity
change and tradition in Sussex churches. 

Advance bookings only: Lorna Gartside 01273 405737 or www.sussexpast.co.uk
Fri 13 Oct
BHAS lecture: A Deity for All 

7.30pm, 
Concerns: Roman Religion and 

Unitarian 
Ritual in South-East England,

Church, New
Martin Ballard, Archaeology tutor 

St, Brighton 
Varndean College.

Sat 4 Nov
CBA South-East annual 

Gatton Park
conference (with Surrey 

Reigate
Archaeological Society): The 

10am
Archaeology of the Weald: bridge or barrier?

Details: S & E Corbett, 4 Ditchling Close, Eastbourne BN23 8LS or cbase@scorbett.co.uk 

Fri 10 Nov
BHAS lecture: The Ancient

7.30pm, 
Druids, Andrew Fitzpatrick,

Unitarian 
Wessex Archaeology Head of

Church, New 
Communications. Non-members

St, Brighton
welcome.

Fri 8 Dec
BHAS lecture: The Life and Work 

7.30pm, 
of Robert Gurd, Archaeological  

Unitarian 
Illustrator. Robert Gurd (grand-

Church, New
son) and Sean Goddard.

St, Brighton
Non-members welcome.

Wed 13 Dec
USAS lecture: Wrecks on the 
Sussex Uni-
Seabed: shipwrecks on the 

versity, Arts 2
Hampshire and Sussex coasts.
(venue to be
Jens Auer, Wessex Archaeology. 

confirmed, tel 01903 879696)


Fieldwork opportunities

Mid-Sussex Field Archaeology Team often has opportunities for weekend volunteers at Barcombe Roman Villa (spring-autumn) and other local sites – including excavation, finds processing, field walking and resistivity surveys. Membership £8.  Chris Butler, Rosedale, Berwick BN26 6TB, 

01323 871021, website www.msfat.com 

email chris@reltub.fsbusiness.co.uk 

The Tidemills Project, run by Luke Barber of the Sussex Archaeological Society, is a community project open to all, looking at both the historical background and on-site survey and recording of this important site, between Newhaven and Seaford, where substantial remains of the corn mill and workers’ village still survive. Further out on the shingle are the remains of a First World War seaplane base and a 1930s outpost of the Chailey Heritage home for disabled children. Contact Luke Barber on 01273-405733 or email research@sussexpast.co.uk 

Courses

CCE courses in Archaeology

Sussex University’s Centre for Continuing Education offers a wide variety of short open courses and part-time certificate, diploma and degree programmes in archaeology, history and landscape subjects, starting Sept-Oct at the University and other Sussex venues. Details from 01273 877888 or website www.sussex.ac.uk/cce/archaeology
Discovering Your Family History

Tuesday evening classes with Andrew Lusted at East Sussex Record Office, Lewes for anyone wishing to trace their East Sussex Ancestors. Preliminary meeting 19 September 6pm, then weekly to 31 October 2006 (time to be agreed at first meeting). £60 per person: send payment (and an s.a.e.) to: FESRO (AL), 30 Preston Mansions, Preston Park Avenue, Brighton,  BN1 6HP.

Lewes Priory and the Cluniac Empire

Dr Graham Mayhew at the Friends Meeting House, Friars Walk, Lewes, on the importance of Lewes Priory, its cultural and artistic influence in England and its place within the Cluniac order. Two courses, Weds 2-4pm from 27 Sept and Thu 10.30-12.30 from 28 Sept – sessions are interchangeable so if you miss a session on one day you can catch up on the other day. £106/course or £53/term. Contact Graham Mayhew 01273 472594, 2 Montacute Rd, Lewes, BN7 1EN.
Last newsletter - errata


Apologies that because of a copy typing error the word ‘fire’ was replaced by ‘first’ in a couple of places in Alan Stevens’ report on Dr Michael Harte’s talk on Greenman Farm, Wadhurst.








 Admission (including tea/coffee) for LAG ordinary members is £2, £1 for concessions. 


Non-members are welcome at £3/£2 concessions.





Membership of LAG (from 1 April) costs £4/£3 concessions. 


You can join at any lecture, or send a cheque (payable to Lewes Archaeological Group) to:�Fiona Marsden, 13 Lansdown Place, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2JT, tel 01273 473946.


Reminder: if there is a cross here [    ] 


your 2006/07 membership is now due, according to our records. If not, thank you!





Winter Lectures 2006-2007





Lecture reports


If you have a particular interest in one of the forthcoming lectures would you like to report it for the newsletter? No expert knowledge is required, just good note-taking skills and (ideally) a word processor.


Please contact the newsletter editor if so (see page 2 for details). 





Next newsletter, March 2007


If you have any articles, listings, news or fieldwork opportunities for the next issue, please send them to me by 


28 February 2007.


Anne Locke


73 Paddock Lane	


Lewes


E Sussex		01273 475381


BN7 1TW	anne@timlocke.co.uk





LAG Chairman Alan Stevens weighs up the evidence for whether the Britons ran away from the Anglo-Saxons in the early 5th century AD.











� A dating method involving the exposure of minerals (quartz in this case) to light to release electrons trapped in the crystals. The quantity of trapped electrons since the last exposure is a measure of the age of the sediment (thermoluminescence dating uses a similar technique, releasing electrons by heat).
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